How to use this template
Children's views prompt sheet: Prompts for talking with the children about the area, used on paper, and a table for what changed as a result.
“It will be essential to talk with children in the home's care about the quality of life in the area” (Children's homes regulations amendments 2014: advice (non-statutory), paragraph 1.22).
Remove this page when you start. Replace every part in square brackets, and keep the completed file confidential.
Free template from Safeguarding Context
The location assessment evidence pack fills in the public data for your area: www.safeguardingcontext.co.uk/childrens-homes
[image: QR code that opens the Safeguarding Context page on this year's location review, www.safeguardingcontext.co.uk/childrens-homes/location-review]


Talking with the children about the area
A free template from Safeguarding Context, https://www.safeguardingcontext.co.uk/childrens-homes/templates. It holds no data: replace each part in square brackets.
“It will be essential to talk with children in the home's care about the quality of life in the area” (Children's homes regulations amendments 2014: advice (non-statutory), paragraph 1.22).
“Inspectors should talk with children in the home's care about the quality of life in the area.” (Ofsted, social care common inspection framework: children's homes, regulation 46).
Nothing the children say is entered into Safeguarding Context or held by it. Use this sheet on paper or in your own records, and carry into the risk matrix and the action plan only what changes as a result, with no names.
Before you start
· Ask in a way that suits each child's age, understanding and way of communicating. A walk round the area, a map they draw or a conversation over a meal can work better than questions.
· Explain why you are asking: to make the area work better for them, not to check up on them. Nobody has to answer.
· Anything that raises a concern about a child's safety is passed on under the safeguarding procedures straight away, not written here.
· Ask again when a new child has settled in, and at each review.
Prompts
· Where do you like to go around here, and why?
· Where do you feel safe, and where do you not? What makes the difference?
· Is there anywhere you have been told to stay away from, or would tell a new child to stay away from?
· Have you seen anyone around here who tries to get children to do things for them, or offers lifts, money, drugs or somewhere to stay?
· How do you get to school, the doctor and your friends? Is anything hard to reach?
· Are there places to do the things you enjoy: sport, clubs, parks, faith, shops?
· What is it like coming back in the evening or after dark?
· Do the roads, the railway, water or anything else around here worry you?
· What would make living here better?
What changed as a result
	Date
	What was raised (no names)
	What changed in the risk matrix or the action plan

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Confidential: the location of a children's home, once completed. Free template from Safeguarding Context: safeguardingcontext.co.uk/childrens-homes
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